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DISlll.l lAH1·R·RAHI,IANI·R.RAHII,\ 

WHER EA S: 

(A) From the time of the Ima:naJ 01 Haual Mamana Ali (A.S.) it has been a lradl~on 
of the Shia Imami Ismai l! MUSlims ~~'31 I'.nen d:tferences of opin:on or disputes 
arise in ma~;monial or fam:Jy mailers, tt:ese should b& resolved by a PI'OClJSS 01 
media~OI'I. conciliation and arb:trajon \',Uh:n themselves in conlOl'mity \\~th the 
Islam'c concepts of unily, brotherhood, justice, tolerance and goddvAlI. 

(S) o.'cr th£ pas! many detades, !hl: process of media:ion, eonci'ia~on and 
arbilration has been enlTusted :0 the Councils eslabiishell In different parts of 
the w'J~d through ruies 01 conduct and conslilulions given by the Imam 01 tho 
8hia Imami Ismaili Musllms. I 

(C) The 8ccumula:ed e~rience of Ihe Councfs has clearly demonslfated thai the 
seltlemenl 01 differences and dispulcs can through SUCh ' a ,process 01 
conciliation, mediation or arbitra~OIl he acll ie,,~ vi.lh -- faimess; speed, 
confidenfia~ly and \',ithout excessive cost 

(0) The pres,lr.ce of tho Shia Imamllsma:1i Muslims in d:fferenl fietds of endeavour 
in various countries of the world rEquires thllt the dispute settlement f'I'OCo!\iUf~ 
be made uniform as far as poss:b:e and 00 given \~lder applit.ation and an 
inlellllltional dimension. 

' . . 
(E) To thIs en:!, and in order to strengthen, eo.-.so~da:e P,'ld ~ance the benefldal 

effect of the systems a~d procedures established and ~ v:l!vf!d over the past 
many decades, Ihe Consti:uUon of the Shla Imamllsmaili IAuslim~ ordained on 
131'1 Dccem~r 191:5 has constituted lie Intematiouw ConcWaron and 
Arbitration Boatd, Naronal ConCIliation ar.d ArVitration EIoard and Regional 
Concmil~on and Arbitla~on Boards to assist in the toncJ",;!ion process and to 
act as arb:1ral bodies" 

(F) i he ;:{U:H and Regulat:ons of the Shia Imami Isma!11 Mus ims in India otdined 
on Ihe 13~ D!!Cember lS87 prov:de thaI tha National Coficilialion and Arbitration 
Board shall ha'le such practce directions and IVies 01 proceduro as it may 110m 
[me to ( 1M adopt. 

(0) Pursuant 10 the sa:d R~les and Regulat!ons, .the Natiolal Concma~on and 
Arbitration 80all:l tor India desi res 10 adopt RoJies lor Matrirrw:lnial Proceed:ng5 to 
ensure achievement 01 the forego:ng s"ms and to bu~-d a sltong ins~tu~on 
provlding a prompt, e~~cient, discreet 31d cost effective dispute resoluHon 
machinery" 
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1I 0 W TH EREFOR E: 

8y this Res~:UI:on ami in exercise 01 the s~:d authority vested in l11e National 
Co~ ciliation and Arlilra[on Board IT E:: AND IS HEREBY RESOtvED THAT:· 

Toe Rulos 101 Matrlmonial Proceedings hereinafier appearing shall apply In respect of 
matrimonial proceedings before the National Cono1iaoon and AsbItratlon Boatel fOl lncl:a 
and Reg:onal Conciliation and Arbjtra~oo Boards in India and appeals in respect of 
matrimonial proceedings befola the National Concllialion amf ArbHraUon Boald for India 
end the Interna~onal Concllia~on and ArbHraUon Board. 

Passed by the Nalioncl Conci~a~o:l and Afbilra~on Board for India at a duly convened 

.ir4, 
Sh at H. Merchant. 

Cha"rman. 

.. 
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TIlLE, DEFINITIONS AND IIlTERPREIATIONS 

1. These Rules shall be kno','m cs 'Rules !or Ma~imoniat Proceed:ngs', 

2, Inlhese Ru~es un:ess lhe con!ed olherv,ise requires: 

3 . 

'Ismaili Cons[tulion' 

'Ru!es and Regulations' 

'InlemalionaI8o&'d' 

'NJlional80ard' 

'Reg:onal Board' 

',A.ppeal Board' 

'Conciliaton 
Committee' 

The ConsMution of the Shla Imaml Ismaili 
Muslims orda:ned by Mal',jana Hazar Imam 
on 1 3~ Deeemtwr 1986 and any amendments 
Ihere!o from ~mo to time ame11ded, 

The Ru!es and Regulations of lhe Shia Imami 
IsmaiH Mus~ms In India orda'ned by Mal\lana 
Hazar Imam on 13" Deeember 1987 OUld ;'~'j 
;)flIcndme;),s Ihere:o lrom l:me 10 Jme, 

His Highness Pri1l(:~, Ag~ Khan Shia Imami 
Isma;ti InternaUon~1 ,ConC41iation and 

, . " 

AlbHfaUon Board. 

His Highness Prince Ag~ Khan Shia Imami 
Ismaili National Concllict1on and Arbitra~on 
Board lor loo:a, 

Any Reg:onal ('...oncilial!nn and Arbltrll~on 

Board in India 

The Na~onal Board or lhe Intomatlonal Bo OJd 
as the case may be. 

, 
Ally Conciliation Committ 1e 
appo:n!ed by Ihe National Board. 

.J In IMs! Rules unless I~e contrary Intention appears: 

bJ 

words fmportirg the masculmc !laildar inc!udalhe ter:-~nine; 

ii ','/o'ds impotting lhe le11n",ine g~nder Include lhe masculine; 

iii words in the $'ngular include the p:ural; 

iv l'."'Ordsln the plural include the singular; and 

v. 'order Includes any decision. 

He~cin9s ire inserted in Ihese Ru!es '01 ease of lete:ence only and do 
not form pml of Ihe Rul~s tor Ihe purpcsc (11 constructlon. 

, 
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4. 

MATRIMONIAL PROCEEDINGS .... . ..... 

Pluolutlon ol/larriage 

M appl:ca~on Ie:' permission to divorce may be presented 10 the Regional 
eoard either by the husband or lhe .... ;Ie. 

5. a) Where :'In app::cation is made pursuant to R'lie 5 (b) or Rule 5 (el for 
permis,ion to disso:ve the marriage, the Regie nal Board shall grant suc.'1 
permission if ills satisfied thal?::y of the grcunds $e\ oul therein exists. 

b) A husband may sppty for permlssion to cfmrce on any of the 1oIlcr.\:ng 
grounds:· 

I. thaI his \',~fe has ceased ttl be an Isma':i; 

ii. 

iii. 

that IIle loI,lereaoouls of his 1'.He have not tdlf·khc .... fl for a 
period 01 al least four yc~rs; 

Ihal his \\,re has been sentenced to imprisonment lor a period of 
31 loasl seven years 01 up',·,"a rt.'~ and the senlcnea has b::ou;s-
final; . 

iv. thai his -,i'e has fa iled 10 perform \'lthOI~! reasonable cause her 
marila! cb"gations for a lleriod of a1 least !..hree years; , 

• v, thai his I,,~'e has been insane for a period of al lest tM) years; 

vi. that his 'h;le has failed 10 resume cOOabita~ol with tho husband 
fo r a p!riod exceed:ng six months al:.'lo\\:h ordered by a 
Regional Board 10 do so; or 

VII. in exlreme circumstances which ap~ear 10 thu Reg ional Soard 10 
be a sun'cienl and proper ground. 

c) A .. .:fe to whom power to dil'(l'c!! has been de~ega:ed by her husband, 
may ';>P:Y lor pcrm'ss:on to di\'O:C-e on any of the fo~C!IiJlg grounds: 

J. that her hus~and has cea3ed:o be an Ismai:i; 

ii. 

iii, 

that the \\nerea!Y.luls of her hu~band have not been known fOi a 
period 01 alleas\ four ye~s; . 'l . .. f 
tha; her husban:! h~s b~a n sentenced 10 imprisonmen\ for ,I, 
panod 01 al least SCI'cr, I'ears or upward and the scnlent6 h~ 
becom& ~nal; \ 

, 

I 
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iv. Ihal hEr husband has fai!"d 10 perform I',ithout reasonable cause 
his msrilal obligations for a period of alleasl three years; 

thai her husband h ~s been insane for a period-of·al ~e asl I'M) 

years: 

that her husband has failed 10 resume oohabitation Il;th the I',ile 
lor a period exceed:ng six months although oroer8d li'/- a 

, Reg ional Board 10 do so: 

• 

vi i. I)·al after remarriage her h\lsba~d has !~iled to fllim the terms o~ 
which he was permlled to ccmlracl su0 fC!TI.arriage; 

vGi. thai her husband failed [0 provide for the mti llenance ollhe 1'';19 
for a period of at [east tll'O y(! ar~; or 

ix. such other grounds for dissolution of rnarr:zge as me provided 
lor under Ina OissoluUon of Muslim Marria~ES Act, 1939, or any 
amendment or flY.)dificaUon or w·enaclment Ihereof; or 

in extreme circumstances which eppesr 10 tna R~:tlnal Beard to 
be a sufl1cient and p:oper ground. 

d) ih~ Regional Eo~rd shall· also grant permission to !disso!I'e a marriage 
upon an appli~:ion made b, an Isma::i coup le to di~;solve their rr.aniage 
by mu:ual consent, if the Regional Board is of the opinion that In a:1 the 
circumstances il is just and proper that the 'marriag8 should be 
dissolvud. 

e) It s ha~1 be the duty 01 thij Regional tioard 10 make ev~iy earnesl 
endeavour to bring about reconciliation ilatl'.'Oen the parties before 
granting permission 10 dissoil'e ::larriage. 

6. The pro'l;:;;ons of Rule 5 sha'i apply to any husband or vMe who did nol belong 
to the Isma::i Tari~ah at the time of hislher marriage but was subsequently 
admilted to the Ismaili Tariqah. 

7. 

Conjugal Ri~hts 

An app:ication for Resti:utioll 01 C01jugal Rights may at any lime be made to a 
Regional 202:t! either by a husband or by a I',i le and the Regional Board on 
teir.g sat:sf.ed th~t lhe al :(!g~lians conla'ned in the app!icatlon are lrue and Ihat 
there are no groun:is why ~n order (er ResUiution of Conjugal Rights should not 
be made, may order L'le Respon~ent 10 resume cohabilation .... ithin the litnq 
prascriMd by tile Regional Board. ' 

. ' 
, 
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8. 'h'here the app~c;llion under Rule 7 Is made by a lIifa, !he Regional Board may 

order that in the event of Its forei!.ong order not being compfied v,ilh, the 
husband sha~1 make to Ihe \'.i le such peOOdic payments by way 01 ma!n!enanca 
as it may consider just and masona!:le. 

r,\alnienan:e 

9. A \\ife may at any lima apply to the Regional eaard for an Order for 
Ma11lcnance 01'1 any altha 10!:0 .... in9 groondt: - --_., 

a) thai her tlUsband has deserted her; or 

b) thai her husband has neglected 10 provide reasonab!e maintef'anca- iiii -
her and her cllildilln v.ilom he Is legar.>, fiab:e 10 ma'nla:n, 

Rem'frl3ge During Subsistence 01 a M3~~ 

10. A husband may ma~e an application to Lit! Regional I~lard \~ilhin \',Mse 
jurisd:ction he is ordinar~y resident for j;etmlssion to cor t"iICI a subsequent 
marriage during Ine subsistence 013 marriage en any 01 tho /(01.0· ... 1ng grounds:, 

a) Ihat his 1'.' le has ceasoo to be an Ismalli; 

b) Ihallhe .... 11erea,OOU! •. "j his ',',ife have nol ~en kna ... n for a period of al 
least tNO years; 

c) Ihat his \'~Ie has been s9nlencro to Imprisonment fot a petlod of at less! 
four years cr up .... oztd and the sen:ence has beoJme final; 

• 
d) l.'1al ;1:5 \'o~fa has lao'ed 10 perform 1'.\II",oul reasonab~'1 cause her t:Ianlal 

obligations for a peliod 01 alle351 one year: 

e) t.'lat his \\ife hes boM in!ane fOI a period 01 alleasl two years; 

thai his \,.ire has fi 'ed to resume coha!)l ;a~on I',i:h the hus!.tind for e 
perlOd exceed;ng sLo: months aHhough ordered by a Reg!ona! Soard 10 
!!o 50; or 

g) in extreme circlJmslances \\ttith appear to the RegioMI Board to be a 
su fficient and prop~1 s~ound 

11 The Reg'orJ a] &lard shal g"aM perrrJs.s'cn if il is satisfied thai any of the 
9r01l,ds sel out in the pr€Ceed'ng Ru:e 10 axis,s and thaI it is just and proper In 
all tl:e drcumstances Ihatsuch perm'$SXln $~ou:d be gi ... en . 

• 

• 
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12. When ma.':ting an order under Ru~e lIthe Renional Board shall: · 

a) order lhallhe hustland sha~ pay to his \~ife such monthly suln or such 
further s~.n$ as Lie R~:onal Board having re(lard !o the means of the 
par'Jes cons:ders just and reasonable: and 

b) m3kc such ordor as it deems just and reasonab:e re~ ardln9 the custody, 
mainlenance and educ~lion of the chi:dren of the ex'sting marriage. 

13. A husband shall not con:Iact a subsequent m3rriage durin! the pendency of an 
2ppea\ against an order un~er Rule 11 or Rule 12. 

Betrothat'Muda} 

14. All engagement effe;;\ed by ceremony of tl.uda shaD be deemed to be 
t~rmlna!ed if any party to such engagEm~nt ceases to be an fsmaili. , 

15. If any p~r;y or bOth p.rtes to 1, ~uda des:re th~t the engage '"ten t be revoked an 
order shall be made on aoplicalion to lhe Regional Board in whose jurisdiction 
the Mud~ was regis Ie red, 

16. If an cnga~emen t etfe C1M by the ceremony of lI.u-1a is revoked by a.n order of 
the Reg:onal Board, a formal announOlmenl may be made if so de~1red by any 
party in the Jamatkhar,a '.',nere the C€fefOOny of Muda was performed. 

17 (a) 

Jurisdittion 

e,'ery app~ca~on under these Rules sh a~ be made 10 the Regional 
BOord \',i thin whose jurisdiction the pames .... "ere married or hold their last 
matrimonial home or any 01 the parties had been ordInarily resident prior 
10 Ihe comme'l'".emenl of the proXe~ing s: 

(b) Wllere lile app::Cation is made under (a) above, if any or both of the 
pMylpart!es I~are nol in India 31 the time of the filing of the appITcation, 
or leavels India after the app::cation has been filed, the Na~onal Board 
shall have the jurisd:ction 10 deal \·.ith and dispose of the appfication In 
accordance \·.i:h these Ru:es. 

«) ','/here the appfcation is mada under {a) a!>ove by a husband or I'.ifa 
W:"IEll both the partles at the fme of fIling the app!!cation are not in India 
or tea\'o Ind a ater the applica~on has been made for permu10n 10 
d:ssolvc the m<:rriage, lhe Ilal:onal Board shall l;a,'8 jurfsd!ctlon to deal 
.... ith and dispose of Lie app"cat:on with the coosent of the parties and if 
it is salisfed that any of the grounds set:>'Jt therein ·and these Rules 
exisl. 

, 
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\ 
6ru:!lications 

Every applicn~on shall:· 

al be moo!! legibly ',',·,tten in English. Gujarati or Hindi; 

b) set forth condset, and under di~tint;1 heads and nllm~~~; 

consecutively, the grounds altha <'!)plication (Y~lhout an:: argument or 
narra~ve) and the le::&l sought bylhe Applitant; 

c) 512:e the Applicant's and Respondenrs addr~S5 <!lid/or other lasl knOI',n 
i"!ddress for service: . ' i' 

d) Siale that no proceedings relating 10 the marriage Q) connected there'l~th 
is pund:ng before a,y court of la\'r. 

e) w signed by the Ap;;I:C2ll1 \'.ilh a solemn verificc tlJll !hal the facts and 
dBtai:s m:ed therein are Irue: and 

n be presented to the Regional Board in duplica:e. 

An ap;l~ca:ion may inclul!e claims lor ma:nlenance, custody of ellildren and any 
In :erim re!:ef pend:ng disposal oltha app\.Ca[on. 

A copy of the applicat:on shall be sel\'ed on Ihe Respotl~e nt by the Reg'cnat 
Board, 

21 . The Respondenl may if he d~ s ires rile a wrinen reply. Sucll reply shi!~ be i:!E'd 
\\l l1lin thirty days or Such Un<! ~s Ihe P'1Q:onal Btlard may d:recl from the d~:c of 
service on him of Ihe app:i~~tion. 

22 The IC;lty sM'1 b-~ in a form. which romplics \'.~th Rule 18. 

73 A copy of lhe reply shil'l be served on Ihe App!i:~nl by the Regional Board. 

Amendment 

2~ Ac1 applicat01 or a Icply rr.ay be amend~d. 

' J 
bJ 

be'ora service wtl'lOul la;we; or 

ar.a; service \\i:h Ihe lea',e of Iho Regional Board. 

. ~ 

.-- .... -
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Service 

25, If a'l)' dc:umant is to be seried on a p.,1y it shall be seNed: 

a) by han:! dei ivel)': 

b) by Rag'slered Post A_D., Of 

c) in any other manner y,i1iCh the Regional Board may deem lit. 

Concilia!!on Committee 

25 Within t ... 'Cnt,-(ln(l days of ~~e prosentaLlon of an app[cation seeking permission 
for divol'C<l.lhe Reg:onal Board. may If it considers desl rab~. by v.nting request 
il Concilia~c,1 Comrnlltee to endeal'Our to resolve the difforences bel\'.'eCn the 
panics by concilia~on 

27. The Conci~al:O!l Committee shall \·.ithin fourteen days of receipt of thc v,Titten 
no~f:caliOn Itom the Reg'onal B02rd approach the parties and endeavour to 
conCit:a:e t el .... -ecn !hem. 

28. A report sha'l be submitted by the ConQ::a[on COflVTir..ee to the RCjJ:onal Board 
\·.ithin thirty da)'$ of the first approilcl'l to the parties. The report shan sla:e 
whether or no! coneiliill,on has been effec ted. Tha R&g:onal Boiltd rna,! in 
apprcpria:e ca~e' e:o;tend ~me for submiss!\:ln olthe report 

Intel im And Arii;illary /.Iattert 

2l Th!! Regxma\ Eoard rn a,! on the appl:cation of a party or on irs o·.·.n motion and 
a~i~r hearing the parties. grant such interim and aneWal)' relief as it oonsklels 
fir a1d reasonable 

30 In any ma!ler the Regicnal Board may at any ttme on the appfica lion 01 any 
party or on liS own moticn g've suCh dir£cticns as it thin);s proper. 

31. \·.~thcut p:ej"Jdi:e to the generarily of Rule 30 the Regional Board may at any 
time on the app!iCaEon of any party or on ils o'.·,n ;no~on require any party !~~o 
or deliver 3ny p~eading. part:cutars or answer} \·.nict1 lhe Regional Soard thinks 
necessal)' lor (je~lning the issues in th ~ proceedings. • 

The Reg:~nal Bo",d .fray at any lime afld from ~me m:·tim~u.pon app:icatiOn or 
on Its O'M'I roo~on adjourn or advance the date of any ~;'.ice~d.ng s. 

I 

, 
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33 Subject to the p:ov:5~on of these Ru~es any otthe (mes fIXed by these Ru!es f~r: 

'I t<lking <lOY step in any proceedings; -

b) filing an,' document; or 

c) giving any norce. 

may be enl~r!iDd or abridged hy tho Regionallkmd on Ule applicaton 01 any 
party or on its own mo~Ol"I . 

HeMlnq 

K Where it appears to the Regional 2oa:d Itlal\he mat:errHy not be r~solved by 
ctmCi'ia~on. ln~ Reg:onal Board 11"1 arranse for the application 10 00 posted for 
h~3ring by I:. 

35 The Cha"man cI Ito R~:onat !!<Ia.-d sha!1 prcs 'de o\'el th1 ploceedilgs. Ulha 
Cnalrman IS un3b'c 10 preside Ihen the members presel"'! sha'i d!ooSb one 01 
them 10 b( the Cha'rman tor the purposes of Ite hearing. 

36 The Cha:rman of the RC9ion-"J 20ard sha'i gil'li the par~cs and the Reg:onal 
203'd rr,emhers al le;s! three weel:.s· prior wine" notee of :he he~ rin9 of \hI! 
a~;:,'~ alion. Tho r,osring nolice shall be sent 10 the parlie~· addresses 
aWearing on record or al thell" lasl kno ..... n addresses. 

37. a) It ai Ihe haariflg 01 ,n apilt:caUon the applicant i5 nol p;esenL the 
Regi:lnal Eoa:d may (fsrrJss the applcation 01 makc such order 3$ it 
m;:y deem JUS! <1M proper. 

3S 

b) 11 al the ~eatlr.g of an a;p.021:on L'1e respondent is nOI present the 
Reg:onal eo~rd may proceed :~ cons:i:lcr the apptication ex.parle or 
pass such o:(~~r as il maydecm just and proper. 

c) II ai the hearr1g 01 an a~p' ca:.:;m both the a;l;l~~nt and the respondent 
are aboenl. tim Reg.onalSoa""C1 may dism:ss the app::cation or may pass 
such o;de- as Lle Reg:onal coa;d may deem JUSt and proper. 

dJ An application may he made to the RE-g'onal Board by any party 10 the 
plocee,fng' for an ad~urnmcnt of the hearing aM it shan be In the 
abs~ute discretion 01 the Regional Soard either 10 grant the 
adpurnment for such penod or on sue:) terrn~ end condi('OIls as it may 
deem pro~et (ir rejcCI the 5271&. 

The Regkme) ::oard may al:ow Ihe par lies to be assisted by other rs m~ili In 
conducting their respective cases. 

" 
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39 No party to the proceedings Sh3 i1 t.e entiCed as of rfght to t.e represented by a 
legal practifo.,er. 

40. The Regional Board may see~ \he assislance of a legal or any other expert 

Conduct of Proceedlnn~ 

~ 1. For the purpose of conduct of the proceedings under Illes!! Rules the Regional 
Board shall have po· ... -er; 

<I) to administer Oaths; 

bl 10 summon Ismaili \'.Itrtesseslo altMd and give e vid~nce; and 

cliO order prOCucl:on of re:evan\ documen15. 

~2 The Oa:h mal be administered by the Chairman Of any member of the R!;'g:onal 
Board. 

~3 The Oath $h~1 be as 101:0' .... s: 

al By Muslim 'II'Itnesses 

·1 (name of .... i:nessl make so:emIl Oath in the name of Allah and say that the 
ev:dencC! I sha' give shall be the truth·. 

bl By Non - Mus!:m ~\'I!ncsses 

'I (name 01 I',bless) S't,-ear in the name 01 Almighty GOd that Ihc evidence 1 shan 
g:,"C shal l be the Iruth'. 

1,4 The Reg onal Goard sha'i nol be bound 10 ao;ly !he stricl ru:es of e\"io"el ,lAi-
2;lpl'c.;;b le to ci.,1 or Cf;m:naJ court proceedil,gs and may acl on ,nforma~on 
which llppears to be re~el'ant although II is flot lega:iy admJss:b~c .. vidence 
PROVIDED THAT ,10 such in~o'ma(on sholl be receiv~ in .evldence or acted 
upon if it 15 co.1:ra'Y to l,e pr.nci;> ~es of na:ural ju~licc" equity and good 
conscience. 

(5. Subject;o 1M p:o~isions of Ru:e ~( Ihe Board may hear an.I decide the mat:er 
in such mar,nH as il sces ft and sha:1 ha'ie such authority arl(1 discretion as are 
necessary in 21 p:ocedwal mat:er$IO ensurc a jusl and equh'l:e conclusion 

~6 Any crat proc.aedings bofore tlle Regional Scar!! shall lake place in \he 
pras61ce of not less lha~ three of its members at such pia)) and ~me as !he 
Chairman may determine h~I'ng regard to the needs of Ihe oarties and any. 
special Cltcumstances rega'd'ng tile type of evidence 10 be ,ubrnilled. . 

" 
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4i. Aller hearing a!1 part:; s, the Reg'onal Board sha!1 make::is ot-ler immediately or 
(su!Jjecllo Rule 53) reserve il for a later dale. The order of the Regiona18oard 
sha~ 1 00 in 2WJrdance v,ilh the opinion of the majority of !he members 1'100 
he~rd the appliGaton. In the Hent of equal:ty of Yotes, the Chairman v.t1o 
presided over lhe proceedings shall have a second casting v·) le. 

48. The Regional Bo~ rd shall mainta'n as far as p<lssible in English, Gujarati 0{ 

Hindi. a record of lis proceedmg3 and order. 

~9. The Reg;enal Board sha!1 hoar ~nd delermine al l matters of I'mich it may be 
seized in accordance \'~ lh the Isma;1i Cons!i!u~on. the Rules and Regulations, 
tnese Ru !es ~nd the princip les of natural jusUce. equity an(l good conscience 
and no o:der 01 llie Reoionat Board sh~1I be inl'alid by reaso i of any pro.::~dural 
defect 01 01 any OntS5;on or elfor in Ule record, . 

50. A member of the R:g;onal Boar~ shall, if he is ~iractly or indirecUy interesled in 
~ny maller pending before it, declare his inte re st am! tlke no parI in Ihe he~ring 
or ... ole therc-on. . 

51. The Raglonal Board sha!1 at the time 'of gr~nling perm:ssion to dissol\'e a 
marriage make such furlher or~ er as il may thin~ just and proper regarding: 

52. 

a) i~, ~ amount of ~,:ehr 10 be pa:d: 

b) the custody, access to. main:enance and educ~tion of ihe chi~d ren of the 
m~rri~g(l: 

c) the ~mount at maintenance to be pa'd b, the husband to the \'oile during 
tie period 01 Idoat and the amount of reasonab:e and fa ir provis ion and 
maintenance lor the I',ire; and 

d) s~c'l c~lier nI~t le[s ~s it m~y consider proper. 

and tile Reg:cnnl Board may SpeCify, whE;e it considers it reasonable and 
equitable. thai any such further order shall he sa tisfied before tM permiss:on 
I~~.es ctieci. 

The Regional Board shalf while granting permission for dissolution 01 marriage 
under Ru~e 5 b) or 5 c) and wl1i~e granting permiss;cn to 'file husband' for 
subsequent ma rri a~e under Rule i 1 provide that such permission sha!f nolta~e 
effect except in lWJrdance \',i lh Rule 55 of thes~ Ru!es. 

52 Arl order of the R9gional Board sha~ be signed and daled by the Cha:rman or 
the memter I',TID presided o'ler the hearing and dispatched to Iho p~rties by 
Registered Posl A D. or delivered p~rsonally no later than thirty days anor the 
hearing is co.1c1uded. The Reg:onal Board may extend the time limit if il 
de:erm:nes it is a~proprii!te to ~o so. A copy of the order shaH be certified as a 

" 
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trut: COP)' bi' such Cl lairman Qf Ij)' any other member and when so certified shail 
be r i?ci? ;ve~:e 0; prima ia:ie t:idcncc in all r~rther proceer1ngs or any other 
proci?edings. 

54. Unless deli~e;ed ~e ; soni!~ly (in .. ·.fiich case il shall be deemed to have been 
served upon de~vcry) ~ n order shall be deemed to hal'e been served on a party 
five days alt8r it is posted by RfJgis tered Post A.D:lo his address for service or 
last knO'l.T1 address. 

55. Not\·.\L~ standing any order 01 Ihe Region~1 Boald granting permission for 
disso:ution of mali ... :;e or for subsequent marriage. such permission shall 1'101 
tJ~e effect fU I Forty Five d~ys ahel the d~ie of ser.i ce of Ihe arde!. or if any 
Appeal is ~!ed until such epp~al has ooen d:sposed 01 by the Appeal B<lards, 
and tne paMs ha ... a complied .... ith thc o:md ition (if any) of such permission. 
Thc Clwirman of thc Region ~r Board sh911 alter disso~ution 01 marriage lakes 
effect in a-:coldance .... i th this Ru:e arrange fer its formal announcement to be 
made in the Jama!khana of the place. 

3) • ... "here the marriage was first reg istered ' 
b) where tne parties had [heir last ma~imoniar home; and 
c) I',here L1e parties are resident 3lthe time of dissolution. 

56. After disso:ution 01 marri age lakH effect in accordance Y.ilh RulC! 55. the 
Cha'rm~n of the Regional Board shalf i ssu~ or C2use ta be issued a cellifica:e of 
divorce. 

57. a) 

Appeats 
. 

An 2D~eal \·.il! ri e 110m an order of the Region~1 Saard to the t~a tio~ al 
Board upnn appEcaUc-n by the ag~rie·,ed pally ('Appell~nn to and by 
sPBcial leave 0: the Na!:onal Board. 

b) An appsal·.·t lt Ee from an order of the Na~onal Board 10 the International 
Board u~{m arplicat:on by the Apfl"ollan t to and by special leave 01 the 
In~e rna ti:m al Board. 

c) An 2~p' C<l:ion for 5p ~ci~1 leave sh2.l1 be made in writing 10 the Appeal 
Board \·.(thin t'::entY-Qne days after service upon the Appc~ ant of thc 
order from whkh the ~ppeal is to be preferred. 

d) The application in I'.Titing referred to in (e) above shaff be served by the 
Ailpellanl on the o:her pally ('Respondent") as well as the Board from 
whose crder ale appeal is 10 '6e pre:Brred at the same time as it is filed 
\·.ith the A~peal Ooard. The Respondem may fi le wi th the Appear Board 
a reply \·.ithi1 fourteEn days aftcr reccipt of such app~cafion or such 
OihEr p-:Jriod ~s the Cha;rm~n of [lIe A~peat 110afd maydesigna:e . 

" 
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58. 

'I 

'", ' 

Upon r~ce'pt by the National 8o~ rd of a ropy of any application for 
specialleal'8 10 the Intema1iona! Board, it shan for .. r.lfd 10 each of the 
members of the hternat:onal Soard a CIOPY 01 a~1 the proceedings 
(including all orders) before il ~nd the Regional Board. 

The order of the In:~rnationaI 8oard on applicafon for special leava shal 
lie final, 

If tea ... e is gran:ed, the Appe"ant sha~ file a Memofandum of Appeal \'.ith the 
Appcal Board \,,:thin thirty days 01 the date Ofl which such leave Is granl~d 
unless the Appeal Bo~rd eMoses to tre~llhe appli::alion for s;)ecial leave as the 
l!.em:lrandlJm of Appeal. 

59. The Memorandum of Appeal sha~ sta:e the grClJnds of the appeal, suppOOing 
reasons, and wheiller the ap;>eal is agains l,tha I'.'ho~e or part of the o;ief'anOir 
agamsl a part only, il must s?ecify Ihe part. 

60. The Appellant sh~1I serla a copy of the Meroorandumof A-;>peal on the Reglonal 
or Nafonal Boa;d Irom whc~e order the a;lPE!al h2S '~er. '·ore:elred at the S3!re 
lime as it is fi'e" I',ilh the Appeal Board Upon recc'pl o! me Memorandum of 
,A,ppc~!, the Respono;!en t may \',lthin fcurteen days til 1 eaf:er o.r such other 
period as the Cha'rman of the Ap;>ea! Board may desigr£\e fila a Reply lhereto 
I',;th the Appea! Board. 

61 . The Appeal Board ~tole making an oroer may in its di",creL'on as~s for fuME! 
inrcrma~on or requires the p2flies to peesen!" .... 'lillen .shbm:sslons or requ:re 
them 10 appear belore it for oral submissions. It may ~I $O dlred the Regional 
Board 01 the Natonaf B03rt! to furn;sh it \',ith such further informatiOn o.r 
(locumanls oS; it may reQu;e 0:'1 the sut;.ect ma\ler or any Queslion arising 
therefrom. 

62 EI'c ry a;ll)llcation for special lea\'e and el'2ry appeal ~" a!1 be de:emlined by a 
sirrple maj:lIily al II session where there arc at least three members of the 
Appeal 8oa~d present. In Inc case 01 the International Board, such session may 
be he:::! by te!ephone or other means of te~eoommun:ca~on. 

63. The Cha llm~" altha Appeal 60ard sha!1 preside O\'tl the appeal. In the e\'tnt 
of the Chairman 1'10\ being prescnt ~uch member as nominated by the Chairman 
shall preside ol'er the appeal, and in the 2bsence of such nomnatlon, such 
mam1.le1 as cacided by the members present at thl1 tinle of hearing of appeal 
sha'i ples"de over the hearing. In the event of e<;uaITty 01 \,0:9S tha Cha:rman 
shalt h3'.'e a seccr.d casfng \'O:e . 

" 
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64. The App~al Board may: 

-) 

' ) 

a!low Ihe A$pellant to am~nd the grounds sta~ed In the memoraACium of 
appeal or ma~e any Jlher order on sucll term$ as II thinks just \0 
ensure the c!~termina~on on the merits of ques~ons in oontroversy in 
the prCY.'~~djngs before il; 

receil'C further evidence on questons of fact in seth manner as the 
Appea120a'd may d:rcct; 

c' t~,e m::l accvJ~t '~ts End Circumsta~ ces .... f1ich look place or occurred 
subseqj~nl to the fll:n9 of the appl:ca~cn \'.ith the Regional80atd 0( the 
order 01 the Regional Bo~rd or the Na~onal Board (as the case may be); 

d) drs'll any inlerenre of la~l, \'ll1 lch mk,lht have been dlll: ... Tl in the 
proceed'ngs cuI of wh'ch the appeal arose; 

, ) enlarge I!rr:e or exrose any delay in respecl of anything 10 be done in the 
proceed'ngs before it: . 

Q a~ID'II the parties 10 be assisted by other persons in c(lIIduc~ng the:r 
respetfive cases; or 

g) seek tha ass;stance Of a lega! -;-' ,any o:her expe/1 as lIle case may 
require. 

65. The App~ar Soard: 

a) may m~~e any order v.f1:ct1 ougflt 10 have been gil'en or made by the 
Regional8oard or Na~on~lBoard, ~nd make such further or olher order 
as the case may require; 

b) may rerrj! the mattcr \'.111 !he opinIOn 01 lIIe Appeal Board lor re.llearlng 
llnd delerm:nation by the Regil.r,lal or National Soard ag3:nst whose 
orderlile appeal has b@enpreferred;and 

0) sha:! not be bound \0 ll'low the ap~eal on the ground merely of 
misdircction, or of the improper ldrr.isslcn or rejection of evidence, 
un~es$ in !he op:nion 01 the A+lpeaJ Board subslan~a1 wrong 01 
miscarriage of justice has been Ihc;eby cccaslcned . 

. 
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66. 

Amendment 01 Orders 

C!erical or ari:hmatir • .11 m:sta~es in orders or elfors arising Irom any a<:cidential 
slip or omission may at 2!i1 tJne be 6Jrrected by tho Reg:onal8o3rd Of Appeal 
Eoa-d 00 its own motion 01 on tho 2;:>;:{cacon 01 a.1Y cUtie parties and On r,ase 
of an :lpplicar~n of any 01 b~e parres) after no~ce thereof to the other patty' and, 
i! the Board so determ:nes, a hearing . 

Elclusion 01 Llabil'ty 

67. 1':0 Reg:onal. Najonal or I~:ern~tional Bo.1:d, Conci!ia~on Committee, nor any 01 
their members shaH be liab~e 10 any p~r1yol parties 10 any appfcation, appeal or 
proce!?d~'9 10 any third parfes lor any loss or damage suffered or incurred by 
such parly 3S a reSUlt 01 any acts or om.ssions, negligence breach of contract, 
rr src;n!S!!nta:.o, 01 OthE '\\~O in any way connected .... ith or perta'riilg \0 
~~ecl'y or indirect ly 8"1y app~cation , appeal, proceeding or order. 

Additional Po ..... ers 0\ the N3 tiooal Fl03({j 

6S. ihe National 801rd on the appl:ca:lon of any party and aller notice to the other 
p<!rty and af"."r he~ring such of them as desire to be heard. 01 on its Ol',n mo~on 
.... ilhoul such no!"ee. m~y at 81Y Slage: 

al tranSler any applicat:on or procc-eding pendiny lor d;sposal to any 
ReoiD.131 Eoard corr~:ent to try and dispose 01 the same: 

bl ·,',i tMra'."! 2.ny app'cation of proceed:ng pe"d:ng flelore any Reg!onal 
Boa:d: 

c) d, spo~e of any apjl~c2:ion o· proceeding .... ;~idral\n or transletred from 
any R! Q'onal Boa:d: or 

dJ trans~er Ihe same lor disposal II) the Regioral Board from whIch II was 
1'.~lhdrC"l.n . 

69. Where any ~~p~caton or proc~d.ng has been transferred or \\ilhdra\\u undEr 
Ru~e 6!! the Nauonal Board or the Reg~onal BOJrd which is lhereafter 10 try 10 
dispos~ of that ~ppl:oatlon Of proceeding may, sub;,gct 10 any special diree!ions 
in the C<lse 01 <in order of lIansfer. eilher re·1IY il or proceed from the poTnt at 
v.'hich it is transferred 01 \'.fL~dla' .. ."!l • 
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Transitional Prov isions 

70. In ~ po-oc:ee6ngs !landing in a Reg:onal Board Of Appeal Board althe time 01 
h c:om1lg inlo tOrte of these Ru'es, Ihase Rulss shall thereafter aPllIy bul 
\dIoot prejUd".c& 10 the va:idily of anything prev'/)uslydone PROVIDi:D THAT: 

.' if a:ld so far as it is ~':lpf3C!iC3b!e i1 any such prc.o!!edilgs to apply 
!ltovisioos 01 the Ru:es, the proci£e and procedure Ihe/elofore 
prevalng sha~ be follo',',t:rl; and 

b) in eny case of difficulty or doobl the RfiI:onal Board Of the AJlpeal Soard 
may inlOfma!ly giva {~ectio(I as to the procedure 10 be adop:ed, 

•• ••••••••••••• ••••• 
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TIlLE, DEFINITIONS AND IIlTERPREIATIONS 

1. These Rules shall be kno','m cs 'Rules !or Ma~imoniat Proceed:ngs', 

2, Inlhese Ru~es un:ess lhe con!ed olherv,ise requires: 

3 . 

'Ismaili Cons[tulion' 

'Ru!es and Regulations' 

'InlemalionaI8o&'d' 

'NJlional80ard' 

'Reg:onal Board' 

',A.ppeal Board' 

'Conciliaton 
Committee' 

The ConsMution of the Shla Imaml Ismaili 
Muslims orda:ned by Mal',jana Hazar Imam 
on 1 3~ Deeemtwr 1986 and any amendments 
Ihere!o from ~mo to time ame11ded, 

The Ru!es and Regulations of lhe Shia Imami 
IsmaiH Mus~ms In India orda'ned by Mal\lana 
Hazar Imam on 13" Deeember 1987 OUld ;'~'j 
;)flIcndme;),s Ihere:o lrom l:me 10 Jme, 

His Highness Pri1l(:~, Ag~ Khan Shia Imami 
Isma;ti InternaUon~1 ,ConC41iation and 

, . " 

AlbHfaUon Board. 

His Highness Prince Ag~ Khan Shia Imami 
Ismaili National Concllict1on and Arbitra~on 
Board lor loo:a, 

Any Reg:onal ('...oncilial!nn and Arbltrll~on 

Board in India 

The Na~onal Board or lhe Intomatlonal Bo OJd 
as the case may be. 

, 
Ally Conciliation Committ 1e 
appo:n!ed by Ihe National Board. 

.J In IMs! Rules unless I~e contrary Intention appears: 

bJ 

words fmportirg the masculmc !laildar inc!udalhe ter:-~nine; 

ii ','/o'ds impotting lhe le11n",ine g~nder Include lhe masculine; 

iii words in the $'ngular include the p:ural; 

iv l'."'Ordsln the plural include the singular; and 

v. 'order Includes any decision. 

He~cin9s ire inserted in Ihese Ru!es '01 ease of lete:ence only and do 
not form pml of Ihe Rul~s tor Ihe purpcsc (11 constructlon. 

, 
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